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https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/81890-Girl-Scouts-Of-Eastern-Pennsylvania
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/81888-Girl-Scouts-Of-Eastern-Pennsylvania


https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/81894-Girl-Scouts-Of-Eastern-Pennsylvania
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/79601-Girl-Scouts-Of-Eastern-Pennsylvania


Recognizes the service of a volunteer who is new to the role of Girl Scout 
leader/coleader and has hit the ground running. This adult volunteer has been in this 
role for a short time but has made a big impact on their troop/group or service unit, fully 
embraced the Girl Scout movement with energy and passion, and has performed 
outstanding work within their first two years.

https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/88987-Girl-Scouts-Of-Eastern-Pennsylvania


https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/81885-Girl-Scouts-Of-Eastern-Pennsylvania
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/81893-Girl-Scouts-Of-Eastern-Pennsylvania


https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/81895-Girl-Scouts-Of-Eastern-Pennsylvania
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/81760-Girl-Scouts-Of-Eastern-Pennsylvania


https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/81892-Girl-Scouts-Of-Eastern-Pennsylvania
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/81891-Girl-Scouts-Of-Eastern-Pennsylvania


Gertrude K. McGonigle of Wyomissing, a lifetime member of Girl 
Scouts, devoted countless hours toward the betterment of the Girl 

Scout program. 

The Gertrude K. McGonigle award was initiated by Caroline Holleran
in honor of her mother and recognizes long term excellence in 

leadership and service and serving as a role model for girls with whom 
she works.

She served on the nominating committee in 1968, 2 board terms, 
board member of Berks County council, charter member of GV board, 
trustee of the Great Valley Foundation, and troop leader. The award, 

an engraved silver bowl, is given in her name each year.



The GSEP Award is given in honor of Janet A. Clark (Girl Scouts Freedom Valley), Ellen Mary Cassatt (Girl Scouts 
of Southeastern Pennsylvania), and Ronnie Backenstoe (Girl Scouts- Great Valley Council).

Born in Philadelphia in 1894. On March 16, 1916 Juliette Low came to Bryn Mawr to speak to students. Later she 
met with twenty outstanding women in the Philadelphia area to place before them the idea of starting a Girl Scout 
Council in Philadelphia.

Juliette Low selected Miss Ellen Mary Cassett, age 24, to be the first commissioner. In April 1917 the Council was 
completely organized, chartered and incorporated. (Miss Cassatt's signature appears on the original charter of the 
Council). She served as Chief Commissioner 1917-1922. 

Janet A. Clarke was a President of GS Freedom Valley Council and a dedicated Girl Scout for many years. She 
was able to make a profound impact on the former council during her years of service.

Ronnie Backenstoe has been a dedicated Girl Scout and leader for over 80 years. Throughout different 
occupations and family obligations, Ronnie continued to seek out Girl Scouts wherever she landed. She still lives 
by the words of Juliette Gordon Low “The work of today is the history of tomorrow and we are the makers.”
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https://www.gsep.org/en/our-council/forms/numeral-guards-35-service-pins-25.html
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